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Whether ir^aot it whs ajo designed. 



this entire Nixon operation on releasing hie 
transcripts was ideally suited to the defense of those he had to defend to defend himself. 

Ehrlichaan, having shifted to Prates, who just happened to be Rebozo’s lawyer, filed 
charges that the publicity had created an "inflammatory atonsphere” and that the leaks 
of contradictions and conflicts in the various versions, attributed to the Judiciary 
committee, "further added fuel to the already present inferno of public opinion which 
precludes a fair trial in this case. 11 ( WP 7 4) 

At the sane tine Rebozo's lawyers, having already filed a suit against the Senate 
Watergate committee , anended that suit to charge the committee was engaged in an 
"exploratory witch hunt.o.a prosecutorial form of investigation" - just persecuting poor. 



honest, abused Hebe. 

What had really happened is that although he was not a campaign official. Rebozo had 
raked in hundreds of thousands of dollars in cash, allege dip campaign honey whe t there 
was no campaign, there was testimony that it went to Nixon's secretary and family and 
inferentially to Nixon, and awttayitT had had his records subpenaedo On May 9 he and 
Prates met with the committee and made a tentative agreement on responding to its subpena 
en May 13. On May 9 Prates filing filed the initial suit charging harrassment. 

Rebozo did not turn the files over on May 13, which laid him open to a charge of 



contempt. 

He amended his charges against the committee on the 20th. ( / .if" • /- J 

Whatever the outcome, this was a tactic right from Nixon. It served to delay again, 
to stall, and to deny the conmittee the evidence it needed for its already part-due 



completion of its assigned investigation and report. 

If in the end Rebozo had to deliver his records, all he had lost was the relatively 
negligible cost of the litigation. 

As Nixon's best friend, he could hardly do less for his best friend. 

And if he had violated any law, including by perjury, he was no worse off. 

The coordination of the Nixonian stalling was masterful. 

Especially because not less that $100,000 of the meney in question had come from 
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Howard Hughes and at a time when he was seeking government favors, some of which seem 
to have been rendered. And simultaneously there was a Hughes civil suit being tried in 
Los Angeles, Mysterious allegations of CIA involvement had been partially aired in that 
case. What was not reported is not here irrelevant. Why it was not reported is not 
clear because it had been well publicised years earlier. It seems that ^ughes had been 
involved im an alleged plot by the CIA to get Castro assassinated. Others, as we shall 
see, shred the same ambition, (Wx Post 5/ 1 7 



